• In 2002 and 2003, 11.8 percent of persons 21 years of age or older (23.5 million persons) had never consumed alcohol in their lifetime
• Among nondrinkers, 2.7 percent (644,000 persons) used an illicit drug in the past year; nonmedical use of pain relievers was the illicit drug used most often
• Male and female nondrinkers reported similar past year illicit drug use (2.8 and 2.7, respectively)
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Prevalence of Alcohol and Illicit Drug Use
In 2002 and 2003, an estimated 88.2 percent of persons aged 21 or older (175.6 million) were lifetime alcohol users, whereas an estimated 11.8 percent (23.5 million) were lifetime nondrinkers. Over half of lifetime alcohol users (52.7 percent) had used one or more illicit drugs at some time in their life, compared to 8.0 percent of lifetime nondrinkers. Among persons who had used an illicit drug in their lifetime, the average age at first illicit drug use was 19 years for lifetime alcohol users, versus 23 years for lifetime nondrinkers.
Lifetime alcohol users aged 21 or older had a significantly higher rate of past year illicit drug use (13.7 percent) compared with lifetime nondrinkers (2.7 percent). In addition, lifetime alcohol users had significantly higher rates of past year use across all illicit drug categories, with the exception of inhalants (Table 1) . Nonmedical use of pain relievers was the illicit drug used most often by lifetime nondrinkers, whereas lifetime alcohol users reported using marijuana most frequently.
Prevalence of Illicit Drug Use by Demographic Characteristics and Lifetime Alcohol Use
Among lifetime nondrinkers aged 21 or older, the prevalence of past year illicit drug use was similar for males (2.8 percent) and females 
